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If  3rou  were  listening  in  last  Saturday  to  the  letter  from  our  Washington 
news  reporter,  you'll  remember  that  she  mentioned  the  outlook  meetings  at  the 
Department  cf  Agriculture.     Specialists  from  the  Department  as  well  as  extension 
specialists  from  the  different  states  gathered  together  to  discuss  and  make  some 
predictions  about  the  agricultural  situation  for  the  coming  year.    At  several 
meetings  the  group  discussed  farm  family  living  —  food  and  clothes  and  houses, 
what  the  family  would  buy  and  what  it  would  make  at  "no me  during  the  coming  year. 

When  the  outlook  meetings  were  over  Dr.  hildegarde  Kneeland,   chief  of  the 
division  of  economics  of  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics,   summed  up  the  opinions  cf 
the  forecasters  in  a  short  talk  on  the  outlook  for  farm  family  living  in  1935 • 
I'm  going  to  read  that  talk  to  you  just  as  Dr.  Kneeland  gave  it. 

She  starts  out  by  saying:     "I  believe  we  can  present  to  you  a  somewhat 
encouraging  picture  of  the  outlook  for  the  farm  home  during  the  coming  year.  For 
farm  families  on  the  whole  will  probably  have  somewhat  more  cash  to  spend  on  the 
many  things  they  need  and  want." 


Then  she  goes  on  to  say:     "Ihe  cash  received  by  farmers  from  the  sale  of 
farm  products  and  from  rental  and  benefit  payments  has  been  almost  a  "billion 
dollars  more  this  year  than  last,     present  prospects  are  that  next  year  will  show 
a  little  further  improvement,  although  another  increase  of  a  billion  dollar 
magnitude  cannot  be  expected. 

"Farmers  have  other  sources  of  cash  income  than  the  sale  of  their  products. 
Some  members  of  farm  families  work  part  time  in  industry.     Many  farm  women  in  the 
past  few  years  have  been  adding  to  the  family  income  by  selling  home-made  cakes 
and  other  "baked  goods,  putting  up  fruit  for  sale,  and  turning  out  handicraft  work 
of  various  sorts.     In  some  sections  of  the  country  considerable  cash  comes  in  from 
feeding  and  sheltering  tourists.     Income  from  these  sources  has  also  increased 
somewhat  during  this  year  and  next  year  gives  promise  of  being,  on  the  whole,  a 
little  "better. 


"But  all  farm  families  have  by  no  means  shared  in  this  general  improvement 
in  cash  incomes.     In  the  area  severely  affected  "by  the  drought  a  considerable 
proportion  of  the  farm  population  has  been  unable  to  earn  sufficient  cash  to  meet 
essential  living  expenses,  and  until  the  1935  crops  are  marketed,  probably  more 
farm  families  will  have  to  go  on  the  relief  rolls. 
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"rut  for  the  great  increase  in  the  use  cf  old-fashioned  thrifty  tricks  of 
producing  family  living  supplies  at  heme,  many  other  farm  families  would  he 
forced  on  relief.    Farm  families  of  all  sections  have  gone  through  a  hard  school 
during  the  past  four  years.    One  of  the  things  they  have  learned  is  to  save  money 
in  every  possible  way  "by  canning  and  otherwise  preserving  food. 

"Farm  families  in  every  section  outside  the  drought  areas  are  going  into 
this  winter  with  plenty  of  canned  meats,  vegetables  and  fruits  on  hand,   and  with 
a  sup-ply  of  animals  ready  for  slaughter  to  furnish  fresh  meat.    Of  course,  in 
the  drought  areas  it  just  wasn't  possible  to  put  up  fruits  and  vegetables  this 
year.     It  was  possible  to  can  more  than  the  usual  amount  of  meat s ,  because  so 
many  animals  had  to  be  killed  when  feed  and  water  supplies  ran  low. 

"In  all  sections,  farm  housewives  are  making  bedding,   rugs,   soap  and 
other  supplies  at  home,  are  cleaning  their  family  clothing,  and  remodeling  old 
clothing  to  make  it  last  another  season. 

"How  the  question  is,  how  will  the  families  who  have  some  cash  to  spend 
after  meeting  the  costs  of  food  and  other  necessities  of  living,   spread  the  cash 
among  their  other  requirements? 

"Well,   the  women  who  were  in  here  from  the  States,   seem  to  feel  that 
farm  families  will  somewhat  increase  their  spending  for  clothing  and  home 
furnishings,   in  order  to  replace  articles  that  are  completely  worn  out.  Also, 
families  with  some  extra  cash  undoubtedly  will  put  part  of  it  into  the  repair 
and  running  of  the  family  automobile,  and  into  repairs  and  improvements  on  the 
farm  house.     In  a  good  many  farm  homes,   any  increase  in  expendable  cash  will  be 
absorbed  by  the  college  expenses  of  the  young  folks. 

"B\it  farm  families  are  still  on  short  rations.    They  are  using  every 
possible  device  to  cut  down  the  necessity  for  spending  cash.    They  are  getting 
goods  by  barter,  are  cutting  costs  by  cooperative  buying.    They  also  are  looking 
for  all  the  information  they  can  get  on  how  to  make  sure  that  their  dollars  buy 
the  utmost  in  value.    The  desire  of  both  farm  and  city  homemakers  for  this  sort 
of  information  is  behind  the  growth  in  quality  grading  and  informative  labels 
of  various  kinds  of  goods." 

That  concludes  Dr.  Kneeland' s  talk. 
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